Flight to Paris.                        53

man of his way of thinking, and his conduct Liter in
the year bears out the supposition. For when, in six
months more, after one other attempt "by the king to
stem the advance of the Scots with such army as he
could raise, the Short Parliament was followed "by the
Long, and members came up with so grim a resolution
that in a week Stratford was impeached, it became clear
to Hobbes that England was no longer the home for a
philosopher. In Paris, as he knew from his correspond-
ent Mersenne, the scientific circle was quietly busy as
before. Accordingly he hurried off, "the first of all
that fled," as he afterwards could boast in other days.1
It was eleven years before he saw his native country
again.

In Paris he received a hearty welcome from Mersenne,
who was the more glad to see him at this time, "because
he had just been commissioned to collect on all hands
objections (before publication) to the ' Meditationes de
Prima Philosophia/ in which Descartes had now ex-
plicitly stated the mature results of his philosophical
thought. Hobbes, though fresh from the exciting
spectacle of the English troubles and thinking mostly of
politics, was ready enough to pass an opinion on specu-
lative novelties that had become notorious since 1637;
and, being already familiar with the scientific works of
that year, was even eager to enter into closer relations
with their author. He quickly, therefore, put together
some sixteen objections to different points in the new
treatise; but as he preferred that his name should in
the first instance remain concealed from Descartes,
Mersenne, who was not a little proud of having secured
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